
Book Review: Hank Williams 

Hank Williams, by Colin Escott, is a carefully written biography of 

the late country music icon. I began listening to country music about eight 

years ago, and many of my favorite artists cited Hank Williams as an 

inspiration and mentioned him in their songs. I knew Hank wasn’t around all 

that long, but I had no idea that he died at the age of just 29 years. This book is 

very factual and well sourced given the dearth of information back in the late 

1940’s and early 1950’s as country music began its ascent.  

Escott captures two things so well. First, he describes how prolific 

Hank Williams was as a song writer and recording artist. He could write four songs in a couple of hours 

and then record them in just three more hours in the studio. Second, Hank Williams lived a life that was 

so out of control it is mind-boggling. Born with a congenital back problem, he took to drinking at an early 

age and never really stopped. No one knew which Hank Williams would show up to concerts, and 

sometimes he was incapable of performing. His personal life was a mess between his broken family, 

dysfunctional marriages, and financial chaos. He died in the back seat of a convertible on his way to a 

show in Ohio (after being kicked out of the Grand Old Opry), while on a fatal binge of alcohol and drugs. 

It is just incredible to read about a person who lived a life so completely out of control, but with such 

accomplishment and fame that proved overwhelming to Hank Williams. 

George Jones: King of Broken Hearts. Much like Hank Williams, country legend George Jones 

also lived an out-of-control existence for much of his career. This short narrative outlines the life and 

times of a singer with an incredibly distinctive voice. And, oh the fun he had. He was married to Tammy 

Wynette, who once hid the keys to all of George’s cars so he wouldn’t go into town and drink. So George 

took the keys to his riding mower and rode that into town. George Jones is definitely one of my favorite 

singers and voices.  


